Some Bahá'í quotations regarding the Education of Children
•

According to the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh the family, being a human unit must be educated
according to the rules of sanctity. All the virtues must be taught the family. The integrity of the
family bond must be constantly considered, and the rights of the individual members must not be
transgressed. The rights of the son, the father, the mother—none of them must be transgressed,
none of them must be arbitrary. Just as the son has certain obligations to his father, the father,
likewise, has certain obligations to his son. The mother, the sister and other members of the
household have certain prerogatives. All these rights and prerogatives must be conserved, yet the
unity of the family must be sustained. The injury of one shall be considered the injury of all; the
comfort of each, the comfort of all; the honor of one, the honor of all. - The Universal House of Justice, The
Promulgation of Universal Peace

•

Our children need to be nurtured spiritually and to be integrated into the life of the Cause. They
should not be left to drift in a world so laden with moral dangers. In the current state of society,
children face a cruel fate. Millions and millions in country after country are dislocated socially.
Children find themselves alienated by parents and other adults whether they live in conditions of
wealth or poverty. This alienation has its roots in a selfishness that is born of materialism that is at
the core of the godlessness seizing the hearts of people everywhere. The social dislocation of
children in our time is a sure mark of a society in decline; this condition is not, however, confined to
any race, class, nation or economic condition—it cuts across them all. It grieves our hearts to realize
that in so many parts of the world children are employed as soldiers, exploited as laborers, sold into
virtual slavery, forced into prostitution, made the objects of pornography, abandoned by parents
centered on their own desires, and subjected to other forms of victimization too numerous to
mention. Many such horrors are inflicted by the parents themselves upon their own children. The
spiritual and psychological damage defies estimation. Our worldwide community cannot escape the
consequences of these conditions. This realization should spur us all to urgent and sustained effort
in the interests of children and the future – The Universal House of Justice, Riḍván 2000 message

•

Children are the most precious treasure a community can possess, for in them are the promise and
guarantee of the future. They bear the seeds of the character of future society which is largely
shaped by what the adults constituting the community do or fail to do with respect to children. They
are a trust no community can neglect with impunity. An all-embracing love of children, the manner
of treating them, the quality of the attention shown them, the spirit of adult behavior toward
them—these are all among the vital aspects of the requisite attitude. Love demands discipline, the
courage to accustom children to hardship, not to indulge their whims or leave them entirely to their
own devices. An atmosphere needs to be maintained in which children feel that they belong to the
community and share in its purpose. They must lovingly but insistently be guided to live up to Bahá’í
standards, to study and teach the Cause in ways that are suited to their circumstances. - The Universal
House of Justice, Riḍván 2000 message

•

We wish to address a few words to parents, who bear the primary responsibility for the upbringing
of their children. We appeal to them to give constant attention to the spiritual education of their
children. Some parents appear to think that this is the exclusive responsibility of the community;
others believe that in order to preserve the independence of children to investigate truth, the Faith
should not be taught to them. Still others feel inadequate to take on such a task. None of this is
correct. The beloved Master has said that “it is enjoined upon the father and mother, as a duty, to
strive with all effort to train the daughter and the son,” adding that, “should they neglect this
matter, they shall be held responsible and worthy of reproach in the presence of the stern Lord.”
Independent of the level of their education, parents are in a critical position to shape the spiritual
development of their children. They should not ever underestimate their capacity to mold their
children’s moral character. For they exercise indispensable influence through the home
environment they consciously create by their love of God, their striving to adhere to His laws, their
spirit of service to His Cause, their lack of fanaticism, and their freedom from the corrosive effects of
backbiting. Every parent who is a believer in the Blessed Beauty has the responsibility to conduct
herself or himself in such a way as to elicit the spontaneous obedience to parents to which the
Teachings attach so high a value. Of course, in addition to the efforts made at home, the parents
should support Bahá’í children’s classes provided by the community. It must be borne in mind, too,
that children live in a world that informs them of harsh realities through direct experience with the
horrors already described or through the unavoidable outpourings of the mass media. Many of
them are thereby forced to mature prematurely, and among these are those who look for standards
and discipline by which to guide their lives. Against this gloomy backdrop of a decadent society,
Bahá’í children should shine as the emblems of a better future. - The Universal House of Justice (Ridván 2000
message)

•

Training in morals and good conduct is far more important than book learning. A child that is
cleanly, agreeable, of good character, well-behaved even though he be ignorant is preferable to a
child that is rude, unwashed, ill-natured, and yet becoming deeply versed in all the sciences and
arts. The reason for this is that the child who conducts himself well, even though he be ignorant, is
of benefit to others, while an ill-natured, ill-behaved child is corrupted and harmful to others, even
though he be learned. If, however, the child be trained to be both learned and good, the result is
light upon light. - ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of Abdu’l-Bahá, Sec. 110, pp. 135-136.

•

Children are even as a branch that is fresh and green; they will grow up in whatever way ye train
them. Take the utmost care to give them high ideals and goals, so that once they come of age, they
will cast their beams like brilliant candles on the world, and will not be defiled by lusts and passions
in the way of animals, heedless and unaware, but instead will set their hearts on achieving
everlasting honour and acquiring all the excellences of humankind. - Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’lBahá

